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Paul Manafort is found guilty on 8 counts of bank and 
tax fraud in a major victory for Mueller investigation 


Jury finds 
Manafort filed 
false IRS forms, 
lied to get loans 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, 
LyNH BUI, 
Tom JACKMAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


A jury found former Trump 


campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort guilty Tuesday on tax- 
and bank-fraud charges — a 


major if not complete victory for 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III as he continues to investigate 
the president’s associates. 

The jury convicted Manafort 
on eight of the 18 counts against 
him and said it was deadlocked 
on the other 10. U.S. District 
Judge T.S. Ellis III declared a 
mistrial on those charges. 

Wearing a black suit, Manafort 
stood impassively, his hands 
folded in front of him, and 
showed little reaction as the 
clerk read the word “guilty” eight 
times. As through most of the 
three-week trial in Alexandria, 
Va., Manafort, 69, showed no 
emotion as he looked at the six 
women and six men who convict- 
ed him. 

President Trump reacted to 
the verdict by denouncing Muel- 
ler’s investigation. 

“Paul Manafort’s a good man, 
the president told reporters in 
West Virginia. The verdict, he 
said, “doesn’t involve me, but I 
still feel, you know, it’s a very sad 

MANAFORT CONTINUED ON A6 
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For ‘Trump, legal 
consequences 
unlikely while 
he holds office 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN, 
MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


The assertion by President 
Trump’s former lawyer that he 
broke campaign finance laws at 
the direction of then-candidate 
Trump could spark calls for im- 
peachment hearings — but prob- 
ably will not have any legal conse- 
quences for the president while 
he is in office, according to legal 
analysts. 

Michael Cohen, who spent a 
decade as a lawyer for Trump, 
told a judge Tuesday that he was 
directed by Trump to coordinate 
payments to two women de- 
signed to prevent them from 
disclosing alleged affairs with the 
real estate mogul before the 
presidential election, in violation 
of campaign finance law. 

Such an explosive assertion 
against anyone but the president 
would suggest that a criminal 
case could be in the offing, but 
under long-standing legal inter- 
pretations by the Justice Depart- 
ment, the president cannot be 
charged with a crime. 

The department produced le- 
gal analyses in 1973 and 2000 
concluding that the Constitution 

PRECEDENT CONTINUED ON A6 


Michael Cohen implicates president in coordinating 
2016 payoffs to women who alleged affairs with Trump 


Convictions tighten squeeze on Trump 


| 
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Ex-Trump lawyer Michael Cohen leaves federal court in New York after pleading guilty to 8 charges, including campaign finance fraud. 


MICHAEL ROBINSON CHAVEZ/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Manafort attorneys Richard Westling, left, Kevin Downing and 
Thomas Zehnle leave federal court in Alexandria after the verdict. 


At birthday party, Kudlow hosted 
a publisher of white nationalists 


BY ROBERT COSTA 


The publisher of a website 
that serves as a platform for 
white nationalism was a guest 
last weekend at the home of 
President Trump’s top economic 
adviser, Larry Kudlow. 

Peter Brimelow attended the 
gathering, a birthday bash for 
Kudlow, one day after a White 
House speechwriter was dis- 
missed in the wake of revelations 
that he had spoken alongside 
Brimelow on a 2016 panel. 

Brimelow, 70, was once a well- 
connected figure in mainstream 
conservative circles, writing for 
Dow Jones and National Review. 
But over the past two decades, he 
has become a zealous promoter 
of white-identity politics on 


Vdare.com, the anti-immigra- 
tion website that he founded in 
1999. 

While Brimelow has long per- 
sonally rejected the label of 
“white nationalist,’ he acknowl- 
edged to the Harvard Crimson in 
2016 that his website does “cer- 
tainly publish a few writers I 
would regard as ‘white national- 
ist’ in that they stand up for 
whites just as Zionists, black na- 
tionalists do for Jews, blacks, 
etc.” 

Kudlow said Tuesday that 
Brimelow was a guest at his 
birthday party at his Connecti- 
cut home and has been someone 

KUDLOW CONTINUED ON A15 


Nazi deported: Republicans use 
case to build support for ICE. A20 


LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS 


President Trump, in Charleston, W.Va., said the verdict against 
Manafort, his former campaign chairman, was “a very sad thing.” 


‘Doesn't involve me’: 
‘Trump tries to distance himself 


BY JOSH DAWSEY 
AND PHILIP RUCKER 


If President Trump felt the 
walls closing in on him Tuesday, 
he didn’t immediately show it. 

His longtime personal attor- 
ney, Michael Cohen, had just im- 
plicated him in a criminal con- 
spiracy to pay hush money to 
women who alleged affairs with 
Trump, while his former cam- 
paign chairman, Paul Manafort, 
was convicted by a jury on tax- 
and bank-fraud charges — the 
first trial victory for special coun- 
sel Robert S. Mueller III in his 
investigation of Trump associ- 
ates and Russia. 

Addressing reporters ahead of 
a campaign rally in West Vir- 
ginia, Trump sought to distance 


himself from the Manafort case 
and ignored the perilous Cohen 
guilty pleas altogether. 

“I must tell you that Paul 
Manafort’s a good man,’ Trump 
said. “Doesn’t involve me, but I 
still feel, you know, it’s a very sad 
thing that happened. This has 
nothing to do with Russian collu- 
sion. . . . This is a witch hunt that 


ends in disgrace.” 
The rapid developments in 
federal court on Tuesday 


amounted to a breathtaking po- 
litical nightmare for Trump, who 
is already besieged by Mueller’s 
wide-ranging federal investiga- 
tion into Russian interference in 
the 2016 campaign and his possi- 
ble obstruction of justice. The 
ramifications could extend to 

FALLOUT CONTINUED ON A4 


Cohen pleads 
guilty to evading 
taxes, campaign 

finance violations 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT, 
CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
PHILIP BUMP 
AND RENAE MERLE 


NEW YORK — President Trump’s 
former longtime attorney and his 
onetime campaign chairman 
were separately declared guilty 
Tuesday of eight crimes each, a 
dramatic collision of two investi- 
gations that intensified the legal 
and political pressure on the em- 
battled president. 

In a guilty plea entered in a 
Manhattan federal courthouse, 
former Trump lawyer Michael Co- 
hen implicated Trump directly in 
some of his acts, saying he ar- 
ranged to pay off two women to 
keep their stories of alleged affairs 
with Trump from becoming pub- 
lic before Election Day — in coor- 
dination with the then- 
candidate. 

At nearly the same moment, a 
jury in Alexandria, Va., convicted 
former Trump campaign boss 
Paul Manafort on eight of the 
18 tax- and bank-fraud charges 
against him and said it was dead- 
locked on the 10 others. 

The charges in the Manafort 
trial involved the former cam- 
paign manager’s personal financ- 
es and were not related to special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller IIT’s in- 
vestigation of Russian interfer- 

COHEN CONTINUED ON A5 


THE TAKE 


Truth overtakes 
tweets in cases 
that bolster 
Mueller’s hand 


BY DAN BALZ 


No day during President 
Trump’s 19 months in office could 
prove as dangerous or debilitat- 
ing as Tuesday. Everything that 
happened in a pair of courtrooms 
hundreds of miles apart strength- 
ened the hand of special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III and weak- 
ened that of the president of the 
United States. 

This was a day when truth 
overran tweets, when facts over- 
whelmed bald assertions. Presi- 
dential tweets, however provoca- 
tive, eventually disappear into the 
ether. Tuesday’s convictions 
could send two people who have 
had close relationships with 
Trump to prison for several years, 
while one of them brought the 
investigation to the doorstep of 
the White House. 

What took place Tuesday will 
ratchet up the pressure on the 
president, will embolden his crit- 
ics, and will no doubt inflame and 
rally his supporters. If the past 
months have seemed increasingly 
hot, the coming months could be 
hotter still — there’s little doubt 
that the Trump presidency has 
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Arrest in lowa slaying An undocumented 
immigrant from Mexico was charged with 
murder in the death of a college student. A2 


Easing of carbon limits The Trump 
administration proposes relaxing pollution 
standards for power plants nationwide. A20 


THE NATION 

A California man was 
detained on charges of 
acting as an agent of 
Iran in surveilling 
Americans. A2 

A crowd toppled a 
long-divisive Confeder- 
ate statue at the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. A3 

WVU’'s president 
warned parents to dis- 
courage student partici- 
pation in fraternities af- 
ter some chapters defied 
new rules. A3 

President Trump must 
face claims that his se- 
curity team assaulted 
Mexican protesters, a 
N.Y. judge said. A4 


Rep. Duncan D. Hunt- 
er (R-Calif.) and his wife 
face charges of using 
$250,000 in campaign 
funds to pay for person- 
al expenses. A6 

A GOP senator whose 
vote could ensure Brett 
M. Kavanaugh’s confir- 
mation offered an up- 
beat assessment of their 
meeting. A7 


THE WORLD 

A year after the Myan- 
mar military embarked 
on acrackdown in 
Rakhine state, its gener- 
als remain defiant. A8 
In Kenya, an ancient 
burial ground shows 
people found unity at a 


time of climatic shifts, a 
study said. A11 


THE ECONOMY 
Facebook says Iran was 
behind a sprawling dis- 
information operation 
on the social network 
that targeted hundreds 
of thousands of people. 
A12 

House Republicans 
and Democrats intro- 
duced a resolution ban- 
ning the chamber’s law- 
makers from sitting on 
the boards of publicly 
traded companies. A13 
Jerome H. Powell, the 
Federal Reserve chair, 
said the central bank 
will maintain its inde- 
pendence despite pres- 
sure from President 
Trump on rates. A20 


THE REGION 

A nonprofit agency is 
working to install gar- 
dens on the rooftops of 
affordable housing 
across the D.C. area. B1 
Virginia regulators 
considered revoking 
permits for two major 
gas pipelines but decid- 
ed on stricter enforce- 
ment instead. B1 

A shooting in South- 
east that wounded a 6- 
year-old girl, her sister 
and her mother may be 
related to a stabbing. B1 


SPORTS 

The Nationals look to 
next year by sending 
three-time all-star 
Daniel Murphy to the 
Cubs and Matt Adams 
to the Cardinals. D1 


FOOD 

Sealed fates? 
Canneries are vanishing 
amid our love affair with 
convenience food. E1 


STYLE 

Morisot’s mark 
This 19th-century female 
Impressionist deserves 
your attention, too. C1 
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